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Ladies and gentlemen, dear organisers, 
Thank you for the opportunity to present 
the Forest Owners Expectations in the 
PEFC Standard revision process. 
I will start by reminding you of some 
forestry characteristics. These 
characteristics form our expectations to 
forest certification.  

Lysbilde 2 

NORGES SKOGEIERFORBUND 2
25. mars 2008

The International Family Forestry Alliance (IFFA) is the 

global voice of family forestry, representing more than 

25 million forest owners worldwide.

National forest owners’ organisations are united under 

the IFFA banner to promote sustainable forestry and to 

raise awareness about family forestry. 

 

My organisation, the International Family 
Forestry Alliance (IFFA) represent more 
than 25 million forest owners worldwide.  
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Family forestry- facts and figures
25 % of the world’s population depends on forests

Family forestry plays a significant role 

- but public ownership dominates

No reliable  global statistics of the number of family 
forest owners: 

25 million in Europe and North America

 

It is estimated that 25 percent of the 
world’s population, to varying degrees, 
depends on forests for their livelihood. 
However, the ownership to forest land 
varies a lot. Public ownership dominates in 
many regions. But included in public 
ownership we find communal forests of at 
least 5 per cent of the global forest area. 
And communal, or municipality forest ,is 
management mostly like community 
forest. 
Family forestry plays a significant role in 
many parts of the world. For instance 
in Europe representing 55 per cent of the 
forest production, 
in Japan 60 %, 
North America 40% and in 
New Zealand 30 %. 
Also in 
Australia, 
Canada and 



Costa Rica 
individuals or local communities plays an 
significant role in forest management. We 
do not know exactly how many family 
forest owners there are in the world, but in 
Europe and North America alone, we can 
count 25 millions. 
In addition comes the community foresters 
all over the world – sharing the same 
goals and visions.   
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GACF in numbers

Around 9 millions hectares of community forests. 

More than 9 millions persons approximately depending 
directly on products and community forest incomes. 

Important economical, ecological and social potential to 
reduce rural poverty

 

IFFA has a close partnership with Global 
Alliance of Community Forestry, GACF. 
Even if community forestry may have 
different forms of ownership or formal 
attachment to their forest, they share the 
same vision and values with the family 
forest owners. 
To briefly look at the community forest in 
numbers, we find that there is around 9 
million hectares of community forests and 
that around 9 million people directly 
depend on products and community forest 
income. Community forest is important in 
many European countries. Family Forestry 
and Community forestry share the same 
values, visions and the same expectations 
to forest certification.  
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Characteristics of family forestry in Europe

• Over 60% of EU 15 forests are owned and managed by 
families – generation bridging management and experience

• 36% estimated share of private forestry in CEEC

• 16 million family forest owners (EU 25)

• Small scale forest holdings

•(average size: EU15=5 ha; CEEC= 2 ha)

 

Let me give you a quick example from 
Europe, to illustrate the situation in many 
countries where forest certification today 
play and important role. 
In Europe we find that over 60 per cent of 
the EU 15 forests are owned and 
managed by families – managing their 
properties through generation. The 
percentage of private owners in the CEEC 
countries (the ten new Central and East 
European EU countries) are estimated to 
36 per cent. And we find about 16 million 
family forest owners in total in EU 25. 
The holdings in average is relatively small 
with and average of 5 hectares in EU 15 
and only 2 in the CEEC countries. Even 
with small properties we find a 
multifunctional, sustainable forest 



management balancing economic, social, 
ecological and cultural requirements 
respecting the diversity across Europe. 
Local ownership contributes to the 
sustainability in local communities, forming 
important economic and social networks 
and taking care of the environmental 
values and the long term vitality of the 
forestry eco system.  
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We are the forestry!

The forest owners - family forest owners and the 
community foresters - want to actively take part

Expectation – being active partners in the revision process

We represent the active forestry
Expectation – process respecting conditions in active forestry
Expectation – give priority to the views of those who have to live with the 
consequences

 

When people talk about forestry and forest 
certification, there is a tendency to forget 
that forestry is people. There are people 
performing forestry, and we regard family 
foresters, other forest owners and 
community foresters as the active forestry.

 

We, the active forestry, want to take 
actively part in the revision process. We 
would like to be talked with, and not only 
talked to, or talked about. 
We expect to be active partners in the 
revision process. 
There is a well known Orwell quote freely 
summarised: All are equal, but some are 
more equal than others. 
We, representing the active forestry, 
expect that we will be listened to and that 
the conditions in active forestry is 
respected. 
We also expect that there will be given 
priority to the views from people who have 
to live with the consequences of the 
revision process – private, professional 
and economic.  
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Family forestry

• Family forestry = sustainability
• Sustainable forest management 

through generations
• Sustainable forest management 

many hundred years before the 
“Rio invention”

Expectations
• Respect for experienced knowledge 

and the true will to long term 
thinking

• Respect local knowledge and 
experience

• Certification = codifying best 
practice, scientifically based

 
Family forestry is the dominant form of 
ownership in large parts of the world. 
Family forestry is the incarnation of 
sustainability. In family forestry the forest 
is passed on through generations. The 
owners is proud to pass on the property to 
the next generation in better condition 
than he or she received it. Sustainability 
and long-term considerations is build into 
family forestry. 
I would like to remind you that sustainable 
forest management is not a new invention. 
Sustainable forest management has been 
carried out in many hundred years before 
the Rio summit “invented” the concept. 
The forest owners therefore expect that 
experienced knowledge and the true will to 
long term thinking is respected. We also 
expect that local knowledge and 
experience is respected. 
Certification and standard setting should 
be codifying best practise, while 
incorporating scientific knowledge.   
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Norwegian example

Importance of small properties (hectares / %)

16124Harvest

20113Area

0,25831Number

Above 2000Under 25Under 10

 

The majority of forest holdings are small or 
medium sized. Let me show you a 
Norwegian example to illustrate to 
importance of size in forestry. 
There are a lot of very small forest 
holdings, and included in forestry statistics 
we often find properties that perhaps 
should not be regarded as forest 
properties. 
In Norway we put all properties above 2,5 
hectares in the statistics. The smallest 
properties represent a large number, but 
small in area and forest production. 
On the other hand, the few largest 
properties do not represent the majority in 
area or production.  
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Norwegian example

Small and medium sized properties (approx.)

25 – 2000 hectares

80Harvest

80Area

70Number

 
In fact, the not to small and medium sized 
properties represent 70 per cent of the 
number of forest holdings. They represent 
nearly 80 per cent of the area and 80 per 
cent of the forest production and harvest. 
I believe you will find this pattern in many 
parts of the world, at least in Europe and 
North America. This means that if we are 
going to develop further sustainable forest 
management and certification, we must 
take into account that the majority of the 
forestry area and productions capacity 
comes from many relatively small and 
middle sized properties.  
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Cost effective group 
certification

Expectation:
• System well adapted to all 

sizes of forest holdings
• Effective group certification
• Motivate formation of forest 

owners’ organisations and 
cooperation

• Well suited to organised 
family and community 
forestry

 

The forest owners therefore expect that 
the standard revision support a cost 
effective certification system, well adapted 
to all sizes of forest holdings. 
This means normally cost effective group 
or regional certification systems. 
The system should motivate the formation 
of forest owners’ organisations and forest 
owners’ cooperation. From experience, we 
know that efficient systems are group 
certification systems set up by forest 
owners organisations. 
We also expect certification systems well 
suited to community forestry.  
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The sustainability 
concept

Ecology Social

Economy

Forest owner Forest owner

Forest owner

 

The concept of sustainability and 
sustainable forest management is so 
crucial that I would like to remind you all 
what the UN processes has defined as 
sustainability. It is the balancing act 
between all three considerations; 
economy, ecology and social 
considerations. This means that a wording 
for instance like ecological sustainable is 
inconsistent. You cannot have sustainable 
forest management without all three pillars 
in place at the same time. This means 
also that, for instance, unbalanced 
environmental restrictions will not be 
sustainable. 
The forest owners, and many other 
stakeholder groups, are promoting 
sustainability and having interests in all 
the three pillars of sustainability. We live 
from the balance and are dependent on a 



system taking economic, social and 
ecological consideration at the same time 
– as family forestry has done for 
generations and thus securing local 
livelihood.  
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True sustainability

Expectation:
• Recognising the true sustainability concept
• Recognising that forest owners – and other 

stakeholders – represent all three pillars
• Reject a “chamber system”

“Chamber systems” contradicts the true concept of 
sustainability

 

The forest owners expect that the true 
concept of sustainability is recognised. 
We also expect that the revision process 
will recognise that the forest owners’ and 
many other stakeholder are subject to and 
take part in all the three pillars of 
sustainability – at the same time. We are 
part of the sustainability balancing act. 
We therefore expect that the revision 
reject any “chamber system” forcing forest 
owners or other stakeholders into artificial 
“pillars”. We represent the balance and not 
the special interests. We expect the 
revision to recognise that any “chamber 
system” contradicts the true concept of 
sustainability.  

Lysbilde 
13 

NORGES SKOGEIERFORBUND 13
25. mars 2008

Market access and value chain

Expectation:
• A framework securing market access
• Well suited into a system for the whole 

value chain

 

We would also underline that certification 
should promote sustainable forest 
management, and at the same time 
secure market access for sustainably 
produced forest products. The forest 
owners expect that the revision process 
secures market access, and that the 
revision fits well into the certification 
system for the whole value chain.  
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Adapted to forest activities

Expectation:
• Standards must be adapted 
to practical forest activities

• Easy to implement
• Easy to follow
• Easy to verify

 
Since the forest owners represent the 
active forestry, I will underline that the 
revised standard requirements must be 
well suited for practical work in the forest. 
The standard must be adapted to practical 
forest activities, must be easy to 
understand and implement, easy to follow 
and easy to verify in the certification and 
control processes. This requires that 
practical views and practical 
considerations are given high priority in 
the standard revision process.  
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All techniques

Expectation: Adapted to all techniques
And different levels of mechanisation

 

We also expect that the revision stands up 
to the practical implementation of all kinds 
of techniques, including the most 
advanced methods and all the levels 
ranging from manual work to full 
mechanisation.  
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PEFCPEFC

PProgramme for the rogramme for the EEndorsement of ndorsement of FForest orest 
CCertification schemesertification schemes

PPan an EEuropean uropean FForest orest CCertificationertification

Adapted to global variations

 

As representative of the forest owners 
world wide, I will underline that we expect 
a process that is adapted to global 
variations. This is a challenge that has to 
be met. PEFC has moved a long way from 
the European origin to be a global system. 
I believe that the present level of 
experience makes PEFC highly qualified 
for the task.  
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