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1. 
Objectives
The PEFC Norway certification system for forest management and chain of custody are based on the PEFC Council requirements and endorsement. The system relies on international certification and accreditation procedures as defined in the documentation of PEFC Council, the International Standardisation Organisation (ISO) and European co-operation for Accreditation (EA) as well as the International Accreditation Forum (IAF)

This document defines the certification and accreditation procedures for forest and chain of custody certification adopted by PEFC Norway. PEFC Norway is not involved in the certification process, but defines the requirements for certification bodies and processes.

The PEFC Norway certification scheme is based the PEFC Council Technical Document and relevant Annexes. This document defines the scheme specific arrangements, but do not intend to exhaustedly describe the system by repeating all the requirements documented in the PEFC Council technical documentation. 
2. Scope

This document specifies the PEFC Norway specific requirements and tasks of certification bodies when applied to forest and chain of custody certification in Norway. The document is based on PEFC Council Technical Document Annex 6 “Certification and Accreditation Procedures” (or later replacements) and the PEFC Council requirements apply in PEFC Norway certification, when applicable.
Norwegian Accreditation, member of the International Accreditation Forum , has in an open an transparent process involving all relevant stakeholders, developed the normative document NA Doc. 53 “Guidelines for the certification of environmental management systems in forestry management”. NA Doc. 53 is formally adopted by PEFC Norway and the requirements in the documents are adopted as PEFC Norway requirements. (NA Doc. 53 is Appendix 1 to this document.)
3. Certification bodies

3.1. Competence of certification bodies

PEFC Norway certification shall be carried out by impartial, independent third parties not involved in standard setting or in forest management and are independent of the certified entities.
Certification bodies carrying out forest management certification shall fulfil requirements defined in ISO 17021 and requirements defined by PEFC Council and PEFC Norway.

Certification bodies carrying out chain of custody certification shall fulfil the requirements in PEFC Council Technical Document Annex 4 “Chain of Custody of Forest Based Products – Requirements” (or later replacements) and requirements defined in ISO Guide 65 (EN 45011) and relevant requirements in the PEFC Norway Technical document with Annexes.
The certification bodies carrying out forest certification shall have the relevant competence in sustainable forest management and its economic, social and environmental impacts, and the PEFC Norway forest management standard and criteria.

The certification bodies carrying out chain of custody certification shall have the relevant competence in forest based product procurement and processing and the material flow of processing and trading.

The certification bodies shall have a good understanding of the national PEFC system.
The certification bodies compliance of the requirements shall be verified by an accreditation (see the accreditation chapter).

3.2. Auditors
Certification bodies shall use competent auditors that have adequate know-how on the certification process and issues related to forest management or chain of custody certification respectively.
The auditors shall fulfil general criteria for quality and environmental management system auditors as defined in ISO 19011.

Additional qualification requirements are defined in NA Doc. 53 and PEFC Council Technical Document Appendix 4 “Chain of Custody of Forest Based Products – Requirements” (or later replacements).
4. Certification procedures

The certification body shall have established internal procedures for PEFC Norway forest management and chain of custody certification.
The applied certification procedures in forest management certification shall be compatible with ISO 17021.

The applied certification procedures in chain of custody certification shall be compatible with ISO Guide 65 (EN 45011).

The applied auditing procedures shall be compatible with ISO 19011.

In addition, PEFC Norway shall promptly be informed of all issued forest management and chain of custody certificates and any changes concerning validity and scope of these certificates. The certification body shall ensure that all relevant information from certified units is given PEFC Norway for registration. Before issuing or re-issuing forest management and chain of custody certificates, the certification body shall ensure that the certified unit has fulfilled its economic obligations to PEFC Norway. The validity of the certificate shall be made dependent on fulfilling the economic requirements.
The certificate text shall contain reference to PEFC certification and the PEFC symbol.
In the case of multi-site chain of custody certification covering sites located in more than one country, the relevant PEFC National Governing Body is the PEFC organisation in the country where the head office of the multi-site certificate holder is located.

The certification body shall control the usage of PEFC claims, trademark and logo if the certified entity is a PEFC logo user.

The maximum period for surveillance audits is one year and maximum period for re-assessment is five years.
The audit evidence shall include relevant information from external parties, as appropriate.

A summary of the certification report, including the summary of findings on the auditee’s conformity with the PEFC Norway forest management standard, written by the certification body, shall be made publicly available. The certification body shall send a copy of the summary report to PEFC Norway and ensure that the report is made available on the certified entities web site and the link sent to PEFC Norway. This routine applies unless PEFC Norway accepts a different procedure.
Compliance of the certification body’s procedures shall be verified by accreditation (see the accreditation chapter.)

5. Group certification

Group certification shall be available in PEFC forest management and chain of custody certification. Due to the Norwegian forestry and property structure, cost effective group certification is vital in forest management certification and practically all Norwegian forests are subject to group certification.

The rules and requirements for group certification is defined in NA Doc. 53 and fully adopted as rules and requirements for group certification in the PEFC Norway scheme.

6. Accreditation

Certification bodies carrying out PEFC Norway forest management or chain of custody certification shall be accredited by Norwegian Accreditation or other members of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) or recognised by IAF. An accredited certificate shall bear an accreditation symbol of the relevant accreditation body. The certification body shall undertake forest management or chain of custody certification as “accredited certifications”.
Non-conformance with the accreditation requirements make the certification body and their certification not recognised by PEFC Norway.

7. Notification of certification bodies

Certification bodies operating PEFC forest management or chain of custody certification in Norway shall be notified by PEFC Norway and the certification bodies shall sign a notification contract with PEFC Norway.
The notification rules and requirements are defined in PEFC Norway ST 2004:2009 “Notification rules” adopted as Annex 6 to the PEFC Norway ST 1001:2009 Technical Document.
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Appendix 1: NA doc 53 “Guidelines for the certification of environmental management systems in forestry management”
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