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Objectives

The document provides the rules for standard setting in the PEFC Norway certification scheme. The rules guide and specify the requirements for standard setting in PEFC Norway in order to support sustainable forest management in Norway, develop a credible forest management standard and make the system endorsed by PEFC Council.
Scope of the rules for standard setting

The document covers standard setting procedures for certification of sustainable forest management and chain of custody certification. The PEFC Norway rules of standard setting are based on the requirements of ISO Guide 59 and the requirements in the PEFC Council Technical Document with relevant annexes, especially Annex 2 Rules for standard setting (or later replacements).
Based on the forest and ownership structure in Norway the forest management standard effectively must apply for all sizes of forest holdings and group and individual certification.

In PEFC Norway forest management certification the rules above apply. PEFC Norway, however, fully adopts the PEFC Council chain of custody system PEFC Council Technical Document Annex 4: Chain of Custody of Forest Based Products – Requirements (or later replacements). In PEFC Norway chain of custody certification, there are no national system specific requirements and no national standard setting process.

Standard setting process for forest certification

Framework for forest certification
The PEFC Norway forest management standard shall be endorsed by PEFC Council. The standard setting procedures shall follow the requirements in the PEFC Council Technical Document Annex 2 Rules for standard setting (or later replacements).
PEFC Norway adopts the Living Forest management standard developed in the independent Living Forest process and organisation with the participation of all relevant stakeholders. The Living Forest standard setting process follows all PEFC Norway and PEFC Council requirements and is based on a balanced representation and consensus between all participating parties.

Independence

The development of the PEFC Norway forest management standard shall be independent from the certification or accreditation processes.
Levels for standard setting
The PEFC Norway forest management standard setting process shall be carried out on national level with possible regional variation of the standard incorporated in the national standard setting process and specified in the national standard document.

The standard shall be developed in order to apply to individual and group certification and applicable for all sizes of forest holdings. Requirements may be applied differently depending on size or regional conditions. Such requirements shall be specified in the national standard document.
Participatory process

The process of development of certification criteria shall be initiated by national forest owners’ organisations and national forest stakeholder organisations. All relevant interested parties shall be invited to participate in the process. Their views shall be documented and considered in an open and transparent way. The process shall build on scientific forest knowledge and the experience gained from sustainable forest management and forest management certification.
A forum shall be created and all interested parties shall be invited. The invited parties should represent the different aspects of sustainable forest management and include, e.g. forest owners, forest industry, environmental and social non-governmental organisations, trade unions, retailers and other relevant organisations.

Participation in the Forum should provide balanced representation and include consensus-building procedures. The interested parties’ participation and views shall be documented and considered in an open and transparent way. The invitations to the forum and the efforts of achieving a balanced representation shall be documented.
Formal approval of the standard shall be based on evidence of consensus.

The interpretation of consensus shall follow the PEFC Council Guidelines GL5/2006 “Interpretation of the PEFC Council Requirements for Consensus in the Standard Setting Process” (or later replacements). Consensus need not imply unanimity, but are based on the principle of the absence of sustained opposition to substantial issues by any important part of the concerned interest and the process seeking to account the views of all parties concerned an to reconcile any conflicting arguments.
The Forum shall define its own written procedures based on the consensus principle, which governs the methods used for standard development. The procedures shall contain an appeal mechanism for the impartial handling of any substantive and procedural complaints.

Procedure guidelines
· The Forum shall consist of all participating members. The procedures shall strive at consensus. When votes are organised, all participants have equal votes and decisions are made by majority votes. 

· The Forum may invite observers to participate in the meetings.

· No single concerned interest shall be allowed to dominate the process.
· The meetings and decisions in the forum shall be documented.

· The Forum shall elect a chair to lead the procedures and a secretary to prepare the meetings and the documentation. The chair serves until a new chair is elected.

· The Forum may elect a small executive committee to act between the Forum meetings and prepare the Forum meetings. The chair is chair of the executive committee.
· Disputes shall be settled at lowest possible level and tried solved by direct contact between the conflicting parties and discussions in the Forum. The chair or the executive committee shall try be brought in if the conflict is not resolved between the parties.
· A dispute settling body may be used in solving the conflict. The dispute settling body consist of one representative from each of the two conflicting parties and a neutral chair appointed by the Forum.

· Complaints from any members of the Forum or parties outside the Forum regarding the development of the standard shall be put forward in writing. The chair shall see to that the issue is investigated and the complaint brought to the Forum for resolution.

· Appeals on decisions made by the chair, the Executive Committee and the Forum are to be treated by the next meeting of the Forum for resolution.

Transparency
The start of the standard setting process shall be communicated to the public. Information shall on the process and final draft shall be available for all interested parties by posting on the internet.
Consultations

The final draft standard shall be sent out for formal national consultation process and posted on the internet. The Forum shall give general information on changes made as results of a consultation process.

The minimum time for consultation is 60 days.

Standards for chain of custody certification
PEFC Norway fully adopts the PEFC Council chain of custody certification system and the requirements specified in PEFC Council Technical Document, especially Annex 4 “Chain of Custody of Forest Based products – Requirements” (or later replacements).
There is no PEFC Norway scheme specific chain of custody standard.

Review of standards

The PEFC Norway standards and implementation arrangements shall be periodically reviewed in the light of scientific knowledge and practical experience, and the goal is continuous improvement. The revision shall follow the requirements in PEFC Council Technical Document Annex 2 “Rules for standard setting” (or later replacements).
Revised PEFC Norway forest management standards shall be endorsed by PEFC Council according to PEFC Council Technical Document Annex 7 “Endorsement and Mutual Recognition of National Schemes and their Revision” (or later replacements).

Revisions of the PEFC Council chain of custody standard shall subsequently be adopted in the PEFC Norway certification scheme and implemented.

When PEFC council revises the general requirement for standard setting and implementation PEFC Norway shall inform PEFC Council of considerations regarding the possible need of changes in the PEFC Norway scheme.
PEFC Norway shall inform PEFC Council of any initiatives taken to revise or amend the endorsed scheme prior to the periodic review.
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