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Objectives

This document defines the rules and requirements for the PEFC Norway notification of certification bodies that undertake PEFC endorsed / recognised forest management and / or chain of custody certification in Norway.

Scope

The scope of this document is to define the rules and requirement for certification schemes notified by PEFC Norway. The PEFC Norway notification of certification bodies are based on PEFC Norway ST 2002: 2009 “Bases for accreditation and certification including group certification” and the PEFC Council Technical Document Annex 6 “Certification and Accreditation Procedures.
Conditions for PEFC Norway notification

The certification body applying for PEFC notification from PEFC Norway shall:

· be a legal entity;

· agree to be listed on the publicly available PEFC Norway and PEFC Council Internet database including the certification body’s identification data and / or other data as specified in the Internal Rules for the PEFC Registration system;

· have valid accreditation issued, by Norwegian accreditation and other national accreditation body that is a member or a part of IAF (International Accreditation Forum). For forest management the accreditation shall be issued against ISO 17021 and the requirements in the PEFC Norway ST 2001:2009 “Forest management standard and implementation rules”. For chain-of-custody the accreditation shall be issued against ISO Guide 65 and PEFC Norway ST 2003:2009 “Chain of custody requirements” based on the PEFC Council Technical Document Annex 4 “Chain of custody of forest based products – requirements”
· apply for PEFC Norway notification (Appendix 1)
· sign a PEFC notification contract with PEFC Norway (Appendix 2)

PEFC Norway notification issuance procedures


Obligations of the PEFC notified certification body

The PEFC notified certification body shall:

· Carry out the forest management and / or chain of custody certification against PEFC Norway forest and chain of custody certification requirements within the scope of the valid accreditation;

· Promptly inform PEFC Norway about any changes in its accreditation, the scope of which covers the forest management and / or chain of custody certification;

· Provide PEFC Norway, immediately, with information on every forest management and / or chain of custody certificate it issues to an organisation and information on any changes to the validity or scope of already issued certificates. The obligation includes information necessary to calculate the certification and notification fees. The range of data and how it shall be registered  shall be specified by PEFC Norway;

· Pay PEFC Norway the annual PEFC notification fee. Make every issued certificate dependent on the certified units paying their invoice issued by PEFC Norway. The level of the PEFC Norway certification and notification fees are determined yearly by the PEFC Norway Council. (The current tariff is Appendix 3 to this document). The fees included in can be changed by a decision of the PEFC Norway Council and updated tariff is to be found on the PEFC Norway web site document section: http://www.pefcnorway.org/side.cfm?ID_kanal=30
Validity of the PEFC notification

The PEFC notification is valid for the period of the validity of the certification body’s accreditation. The PEFC notification can be terminated or suspended by PEFC Norway if the notification contract is violated.
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Applicant certification body submits a completed application form along with the required documents to PEFC Norway





PEFC Norway Executive Secretary and the applicant sign the relevant PEFC notification contract.





Positive





The applicant can appeal to PEFC Norway Board of Directors to reconsider Executive Secretary’s decision. The Board of Directors decision is final.





Positive





PEFC Norway secretariat assesses the application and the Executive Secretary decides on issuance of the PEFC notification issuance





Negative
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