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Introduction

The PEFC Norway forest certification system is developed during almost 10 years from the first endorsement of the PEFC Norway scheme in 2000. The forest management certification standard and scheme are based on the long tradition of forest management and the scientific bases of modern forest management and the principles of sustainable development balancing economic, social and environmental considerations. The PEFC Norway forest management certification adopts the international requirements defined by the PEFC Council technical documents, the requirements in the international UN forest related processes, the European adaption of the global requirements in the MCPFE process and local knowledge and experience and the structure in Norwegian forestry and forest management. 
Objectives

The objectives of this document are to define the PEFC Norway forest management certification requirements and the implementation arrangements.

Scope

The scope of the document is outlining the system of PEFC forest management certification in Norway, the international and national requirements, the framework and the implementation rules and processes.

The bases for PEFC Norway forest management certification is defined in the PEFC Norway ST 1001:2009 “Technical Document”, PEFC Norway ST 1002: 2009 “Rules for standard setting” and PEFC Norway ST 2002:2009 “Bases for accreditation and certification including group certification”. In these documents, the requirements adopted from international certification and forest management requirements and PEFC Council requirements are listed.
Underlying elements in the certification criteria

PEFC Norway shall require that sustainable forest management fulfil all national and international legal requirements and respects the conditions set in all relevant international conventions and implementation in legislation. The fundamental ILO codes and convention shall be respected. The relevant codes and conventions are listed in the PEFC Council technical documentation.

The international sustainable forest management considerations as defined in the MCPFE process (The Ministerial Conference of the Protection of Forest in Europe) and their Pan European Operational Level Guidelines, criteria and indicators shall for the basic requirements of the PEFC Norway forest certification.
The forest management standard setting process

The forest management standard setting process is defined in the PEFC Norway ST 1002:2009 “Rules for the standard setting”. PEFC Norway has adopted the Living Forest management standard as the PEFC Norway forest management standard. The Living Forest management standard is developed in an open and transparent participatory and consensus based process fulfilling all the requirements in the PEFC Norway and the PEFC Council rules for standard setting.

The Living Forest set of requirements fulfil all the international requirements of a forest management standard.
The agreed Living Forest standard document supplies the proof of a successful consensus process.
The rules and procedures in the Living Forest process are specified in the Living Forest Council statues. The procedures include routines for complaints, appeals and conflict settling procedures.
Additional information about the Living Forest Council, standards and procedures are to be found on the Living forest web site.
The implementation of forest management certification

The PEFC Norway Council adopts the Living Forest management standard as the PEFC Norway forest management standard. (The Living Forest management standard is adopted as Appendix 1 to this document)
As part of the Living Forest management standard, there are rules for specifications and interpretation of the standard and dispute settling procedures. PEFC Norway shall automatically adopt the specifications and interpretations and possible interpretations due to dispute settling decisions as part of the PEFC Norway forest management standard interpretation. PEFC Norway in collaboration with Living Forest Council shall inform the users of the PEFC Norway forest certification system of the changes, keep records of the requirements and interpretations, and post them or links to them on the PEFC Norway web sites.
Complaints, appeals and disputes shall be treated and resolved according to the statues of Living forest council (adopted as Appendix 2 to this document) and the PEFC Norway GD 1002:2009 “Rules for appeals, complaints and dispute settling procedures”.
The PEFC Norway forest management certification shall be based on certification bodies accredited in accordance with ISO/IEC 17021 and who certify in accordance with NS-EN ISO 14001. The PEFC Norway forest management certification shall follow the rules and requirements of Norwegian Accreditation’s NA Doc 53 as specified in the PEFC Norway ST 2002:2009 “Bases for accreditation and certification including group certification.

The PEFC Norway forest management certification shall be implemented as group and individual certification. Cost-effective group certification is vital with the forest and property structure in Norway. The certification system shall take advantage of the experienced and well-organised forest owners and forest managers.
The group certification shall be based on individual certification and three alternative group certification models that may be combined:

Individual certification

The property has its own certification based on ISO 14001 and the PEFC Norway forest management standard.

Timber contract model

In case of timber sales to the certificate holder, the forest owner is obligated to comply with the PEFC Norway requirements and the routines the certificate holder has defined. The forest owners sign a timber contract specifying the certification obligations. The responsibility for compliance applies to the entire forest management and applies during the period from the previous timber delivery and in the future.

Environmental agreement model

The forest owners sign an environmental agreement with the certification holder and are obligated to comply with the PEFC Norway requirements and the routines of the certification holder. The compliance concerns all forest management in the agreement period. The certification agreement applies regardless of where the forest owners sell the timber or other forest products.

The pool model

The forest owner may join a pool arrangement with several forest owners through a written contract are obligated to follow the PEFC Norway requirements. The certification holder is the certified unit and coordinates the group.

Certification and registration

The certification bodies shall promptly inform PEFC Council of all new forest management certificates and changes in the validity and scope of the certificates. The certification body shall ensure that all relevant information of the forest management certified entity and its products are submitted to PEFC Norway for registration. PEFC Norway shall register the certified entities and transfer the relevant information to PEFC Council for publishing in the PEFC International databases.
The PEFC Norway registration form is Appendix 3 and the product information form is Appendix 4 to this document.

Revisions and implementation of change

Interpretations and specifications of the PEFC Norway forest management standard as made in the Living Forest management system shall automatically be communicated and implemented in the PEFC Norway forest management system.

The endorsed PEFC Norway forest management standard applies until the standard is revised or replaced by another standard. The revision of the forest management standard shall follow the procedures and requirements defined in PEFC Norway ST 1002:2009 “Rules for standard setting”.

When a new PEFC Norway forest management standard is developed and adopted by the PEFC Norway council, PEFC Norway shall as soon as possible apply for endorsement by PEFC Council.

In the time between the new standard is developed and the endorsement by PEFC Council the user of the PEFC Norway forest management system shall be requested to use the new rules of requirements as long as they do not contradict any rules or requirements in the endorsed PEFC Norway standard.
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